Satara district (Maharastra), part of central Western Ghats exhibits unique topographical and climatic conditions that support rich bryoflora. This paper describes species diversity of genus Riccia (Mich.) L. along with the distributional pattern in the studied area. Key to the existing species and description with field photographs are also provided.
Introduction
The genus Riccia (Mich.) L. (family Ricciaceae; order Marchantiales) was established by Micheli in 1729 'Nova Plantarum Genera' in honour of an Italian Botanist, P.I. Ricci. Thereafter it was validated by Linnaeus in 1753 (Bag et al., 2007) . Riccia is frequently distributed thallose liverwort throughout the world. Genus Riccia is typical rosette forming and diversified terrestrial liverwort (except some aquatic forms), exhibits very simple and primitive morphological and anatomical characters. Riccia comprises 150 species worldwide (Daniel et al., 2014) at present 36 valid species of this genus are reported from India (Singh, 2014) of these only 8 species are known to occur in Maharashtra (Shirke, 2002) .
Satara district of Maharashtra is the western edge of the great western ghats. It is located at 17.68 
Material and method
The specimens were collected from various localities from Satara district during monsoon and post monsoon seasons during 2012-2014. Collected material was preserved in dry and wet form as well. External morphology was studied under Stereoscopic binocular microscope. For morpho-anatomical study dried herbarium specimens were soaked in water for about 2 hours prior to their microscopic study. Hand cut sections were mounted in 50% aqueous glycerin and anatomical features were studied under compound microscope.
Identification of specimens was carried out with relevant available literature (Kashyap, 1929 (Kashyap, , 1932 Bapna and Kachroo, 2000; Chaudhary et al., 2008 Fig. E) Thallus dioecious, overlapping, bluish green 1-2 forked with median groove along whole thallus, lobes oblong. Female thallus larger than male. 4-15 mm long; 2-8 mm broad. Male thallus 2-8 mm long; 2.5 mm broad. Air space narrow, epidermal cells oval, pappilate. Thallus 4 times broad as high; Ventral scale small, semilunar, purple beyond the thallus margin. Rhizoids both simple and tuberculate. Archegonia on median furrow, protruding out from thallus. Capsule in 1-2 rows. Spores brown 80-120μ in diameter, reticulate,6-10 areole on outer surface, tri-radiate mark inconspicuous. (Singh et al., 2010; Singh , 2014) . Distribution in Maharashtra:-Mahableshwar, Bhimashankar. Field notes:-Archegonial neck on median furrow, protruding out from thallus, scales on marginal scales are easily observed from dorsal surface. 
Discussion
Riccia is the largest genus among thallose hepaticeae in India and found on damp loamy and sandy soil in different localities of Satara during study. Total 9 species are occurring in this region, of which R. cavernosa reported new to Western Ghats. While R. crozalsii and R. glauca are reported for the first time form Maharashtra. Three species (R. billardieri, R. gangatica, R. frostii) are widely distributed and R. melanospora is reported most frequent in the region, and 5 species are rare (R. cavernosa, R. crystalina, R. crozalsii, R. discolor, and R. glauca) .
Due to human interference, anthropogenic activities and grazing animals the bryoflora from Satara district get disturbed. Considering the ecological importance, sensitivity and vulnerability of bryophytes to changing environment, it is most essential to enlist bryophyte through periodical survey and revision. Therefore proper documentation is needed for conservation of these ecologically important plants before their extinction.
